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Every November 1st Reading (YMCA) Sea Scout Group gather outside St Mary Church to take part in our tow!
Annual Remembrance Day Parade. Every year | feel more proud of the whole group as our attendance dominate
the parade. With over 70 members of 1st e attending, we are by far the largest group there.

This year being the 1@0year since the end

of the 1st World War, we remembered on

our wreath DanielGeorge Daviesvho was

killed in the Battle ofhe Somme in 1917 aged

18 years, his bodwas one of those never
found so his name is commemorated on the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing in France
Daniel joined the Troop of 1st Reading YMCA
Scouts when it formed on 19 February
1908.1n 1911 aged 13 Daniel was awarded

the Scout Silver Meddbr saving a man frondrowning. On4 August 1914 War was declared, Battalion the
Berkshire Regimefiwas formed at Brock Barracks Reading in September 1914 and Daniel joined very soon
afterward when he was only 16 even though the minimum age wagd&her 1st Reading Scout who is listexl

the National Scout Roll of Honourdad Lieutenant Reginald E Cripgpfsthe 1st Reading YMCA Troop wivas

killed in action orbth November 1917at Leper, West Vlaanderen, BelgiuReginald who was with the Prince
(harlotte of Wales (Royal Berkshire Regiment) was the older brother of Jack Cripps who was a Leader of the Grou
¢ see Group historySome will remember that Frank Jennings was on his way back from the Isle of Wight after
visiting Jack at Camp when he drawnin the SolentWe salutethe memory of Daniel and Reginald.

The Scout Association created a special Remembidecieerchief that
2dzad KI LIWISYSR (G2 0SS Ay 2dzNJ DNE dzL
members of 1st Reading were wearing them at the parathe Scout
Association poppy and badge were on the back of neckerchief.

My thanks go to
everyone who
attended and
especially to our
Colour bearers; itis a
long march from St
Marys Butts to The
War Memorial at
The Forbury
Gardens. | was also
delighted to see
YIye YSYOSNB LINRPdzZRf&@ 6SINAYy3a GKSANI NBfFGADBSQE YSRI |

Silly Facts:

It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the sky.

It is impossible for most people to lick their own elbow. (tty
A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.




Grants received in 2018

The Leslie Sell Charitable Trust:We are grateful to The Leslie Sell Charitat

Trust for their donation of £500 towards the cost of redecorating our boatho I_ S C T
earlier this year. lis received with thanks.

The Leslie Sell Charitable Trust

Admiralty Fund - We are again very grateful to the Admiralty Fund f
their grant of £2488.00 towards the purchase of a KataKanu and 50

Sea Scout Gups. Out of over 500 Sea Scout groups in the UK, we are

of the 101 Royal Navy Recognised Sea Scout Groups eligible to apply = .
fund. The fund will provide funds to purchase boats and equipment o
50/50 basis, which means we must matbleir funding and purchase only =
what we applied to the grants board for. A KataKanu is a small versioni
Bell Boat seating up to six people particularly suited to our younger Scouts, Cubs and Beavers.

Leadership update: Our Group Secretary Jennifer Viéilbas decided to join Cubs as 3
Assistant Cub Scout Leader. We welcome Jennifer lasmder but this also means ws
should say goodbye to her as mecretaryas warranted Leaders cannot hold this post| 1
am looking to find another parent willing to helpoSea Scout group by taking over th
role primarily to takeand distribute the minutes of our Group Executive meetings 6 tin
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Leader or email me directly.

Fundnising in 2019: OnFriday28th Septembera powerful 7.5 magnitudeearthquakehit the islandof Sulawesi
in IndonesiaShortlyafter, a deadlytsunamitore throughthe region,flattening everythingin its path andturning

g thousandsof homesto rubble. Families have
shelter WHAT S I N A been left devastated as they struggle with the
BOX SH E catastrophic aftermath. Over 2,100 people

have died and 200,000 have nowhere to call
home. Theirhomes were destroyed, badly
damaged, or inaccessible.

At our November Group executiveeeting
Leaders and Executive members agreed that
the 1st Reading (YMCA) Sea Scout Group
should support the Shelter Box charity by
K2 f RA BraupSleephidziitd) raise the
money to buy a shelter box, the cost is £520.
The box contains a tent, a light, teplwater
bottles, water purification tablets and
cooking pans for a family of four. The boxes
can be dropped into disaster zones by
helicopter or distributed by boat, cart or on
F220 0 CdzNI K S NJGrofipisRaeply tzind oyl to 2oyitribiit& &ilbedpublished once we have planned
it in full early next year.

Kevin WareChairman

World War I¢ 1st Reading YMCA

The BtWorld War came along in 1914 and this undoubtedly affected the Group. It is known
that the Troop sukred casualties during the waas seen aboveThe Scouts were
encouraged to carry out work towards the war effort such as guardiihgag bridges and
asseenfrom2 yS 2 F 2 dzNatldgok df 192808 sQxécord was kept of the number

| of hours put inOur ownFrank Jennings was little more than a boy when he went fiteen
1914 summer camp to join up and went on to be awarded the following medslgitary
Medal, Military Cross and Croix de Guerre.

Silly Facts:
In the course of an average lifetime, while sleeping you might eat around 70 assorted insects and 10 spiders, or
more.

Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.




Lest We Forget

62dad FASNI b2 @y RBEG{ OKS21 M) 6y B S
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Maybe it would be great if we DID smile more and be like sunbeams. My wife and | went on holiday recently and
the staff were helpful angmiling. It made such a difference to our holidawrite this just after Remembrance
518 SYyRAYy3a (GKS 21 NJ G2 SyR [ff 6FNBERX a¢KS 62NI R RAF
since. So let us smile more often, be loving instebangry and learn from the past.

Gl & &2dzy 3

A lady Cub leader was in trouble with her husband. She had spent £300 on a new dress and they were not well of
G2 K& RAR @2dz R2 AG¢ KS a1SR® a2Sftf L theddvisaRteling oK
metobuyhA 1 ¢ = G o Ke RARYOEKAYRAzYSBI ¢+ GFyédd aL RARE aKS NBL
I & ¢ Bnhatkadl for now BE PREPARED for moretriexe and KEEP SMILING.
Ken Mills (A VERY old Scout)

GeneralKnowledgeQuiz
1. What colour beret is usually worn by United Nations peessping troops?
2. Which British TV comedy series starred Wendy Craig with Ge&fédener as her dentist husband?
3. Was John Fekinedy a Democrat or Republican?
4. The millionthof which British car rolledff the production line in 19617

5. Hugo Drax was thelkain of which James Bond Film?

6. What is the capital town of the island of Sicily?

7.There is a village in France near the Somme which has a one letter Warith letter is it?
8. What is the name of the postmistress in Postman Pat?

9. In Morse code, which letter is denoted by a single dot?

10. Which country has the longest coastline in the world?

11 What is the name of the smallest owl in Britaithe snowy owl or little owl?
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Silly Facts:

Almonds are a member of the peach family.
Most people fall asleep iseven minutes.

The giant squid has the largest eyes in the world.
Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur.




BeaverLog Chew
The autumn term began fddeavers orvth SeptemberWe welcomeceightnew Beavers to their first
meeting where our theme wagetting to know you. The parachute game was very popular, with Mr
crocodile gobbling up all theeBvers as he circled around under the parachute, peals of laughter were
heard as thdBeavers weradragged away for supper! Welcome to Ollie, Rory, lwan, Tamidt, Ibraheem, Joshua,
and Wilf plus Max and Ethawvho joined us later in the term

| had a late summer holidawhich meant | left my assistant leader Ratty in charge for two Fridays. The first Friday
| was awayfound theBS I @S NAR daf 2 O1 SMEsur@vdzit happened tefe s&Rattytheld the meeting in
the park ¢ despite this hiccup théBeavers all gaing their Experiment badge completing several experiments
including making a potato powered cloakd having a great time with fluorescent slimgerhaps that was better
played with outside than indoors after all!

*Y r ki

L - As aBeaver Glony, we like to supporta_
Vl;i-‘"x'w?u"" charity once a year. This year w
g TWORLD'S | decided to support the annual
; -{,g;ggggrl‘ g;& Macmillan _ Coff(_eg Morning. T_he -
-&%‘ 2018 'l‘- ot | Beav_ers enjoyed icing caka_adplaylng A
e g - ;% cooking related games, raising £51 fc . W \ (
<3 the charity¢ well done everyone ST QP>

- We visited St Michaels Church in
i Tilehurst at the beginning of
~ October for a fantastic evening
learning about bell ringing. By the
time we went home evenBeaver
had ued the hand bells to play
Jingle Bellaand braved the narrow
spiral staircase leading up to the bell
~ " . . — tower where they were allowed to
ring one of the largehurch bells. Our thanks go ti& Michaels bell ringers for their wonderful hospitality.

‘ @ ~ We attended the annual Reading Central District Beaver camgrfitsauage sizzle held at 1@Reading
@gfgy on Saturday October #3. Thank you to 108 for hosting a fantastic evening . We enjoyed joining in all

the action songsnd eating hotdogs yummy.We have also enjoyed the Group Bonfire Night at our
boathouse on Novemberr2l. Our thanks to the team lighting fireworks , attending thenfire, cookingand
serving the hot dogs.

Beavers made their owMPidds of Remembrandefrom
green playdouglandlollystick poppies which we laid out in
the number 100 marking the 1@® anniversay of the end of the First World War. Grandpa Beaver joined us for the
evening wearing his medals. Ratty brought in la¢e Fathers army uniforms for thH8eavers to look atnd also
some medals from the First World War belonging to members of her family.

It was lovely to see 1Beavers attending the towns Remembrance Parade on SundhyNblvemberandmarching
with the whole of Bt Reading from St Maryugs to the War Memorialat the Forbury Gardens, Well done to
everyonewho attended.You marched very welbgether,making our practice evening pay off. Well done also to
Anthony our flag beareand Rory who helped assisitag@tout Leader Cliff to lay thevreath.

Silly facts:
2 KAfS @2dz aft SSLJ @2dz OFyQil avyStt lyedKAy3as S@Sy [NBI |




We have been working towards gaining the My Skills Challenge Badge ove
weeks, playing games to encourage knowledge on how to be healthy, te
exercise, learning our addresses, rolling our necherchief correctly, lighti ;
candle safelyand making amachine.We chose to make mini catapults fron /o -
RED lollysticks which fired coloured matchsticks across the hall.

TRAMPOLINE PARKS

Finally we are looking forward to joining the up with dbsand Sea Scouts for the group end of term Christmas
outing to Red Kangaroo Tramjp Park . Kit, Beaver Leader

Thames Valley Air Ambulance
SAVE YOUR PLASTIC MILK BOTTLE TOPS FOR | 1stReadindYMCA) Scout Groumave been collectinglean
plastic milk bottle topsfor well over 15 years in support of the
Thames Valley Air Ambulance
Please support the groups efforts byirlging in your milk bottle
tops ¢ give them to your childsection Leader to pass omo KIT

THAMES VALLEY
AIR AMBULANCE

News from YMCA Reading

bottle tops dropped offat her house including some from as far a
field as a Church in Henldyyou would like to arrange to drop off

(Caroline Warejrom Beavers. Kit regularly has black bags of milk

larger quantities of milk bottle tops then call Kit on 07718 770206.

Our residents arrive at Reading YMCA, oftemeless, abused and desperately in need of a safe place to stay with
care to help these very troubled young peopM/e focus on young people and help them play an active and

fulfilling role within their community.

We believe that every young person shibhlave a safe place to stay.

We believe every young person should have someone they can trust.
We believe that every young person should be able to fulfil their potential.

Our main areas of work areProviding suported accommodation for up to fort§6-25 year olds in crisis.

2S0pS KIR a2YS adz00Saa Ay Y2@Ay3a 2y aSOSNIft e&2dz/3
Scheme through the local authority. Due to the change in Floating Support Service, we are still providing suppor
to thoseyoung people until they are allocated a support worker from Launchpad. One of our recently moved on

residents has engaged well with Christians Against Poverty to address her long standing debt issues and he

successfully turned what looked to be unaffordabrivate rentingandhasnow become affordable.

Our next focus will be to reinvigorate the activities programmela@ R £ A 1 S U 2-6-week@Bgramme\B 3 d

looking at cookery, based around life skills such as budgeting, finding your way arkitettbaandbasic recipes.

CKA& Aad SalLISOAlFffe AYLRNIFYd Fa Ylye 2F 2dzNJ @2dzy3

these kind of life skills, this can range from working a washing machine to shopping healthnyaking a meal.

Harun & | have also signed up to the Reading Half Maraéimaii. QY K2 LJAy 3 KS gAfft 3Si
GAYS GGKIFYy LQ@S O02YLX SGSR Al 0S7T2NEB g

7T

In looking towards Christmas, many of our young people will be spending Chrisgy
alone, with staff and other residents, for company. We are acutely aware
Christmas is a difficult time for people, young and old, who are alone. We}
writing to localbusinesses, and supermarkets to ask for donations to support U &&=
deliver a nice Christmas dinnand some gifts for our otherwise, isolated youn
people. We believe that all of our residents, regardless of the reasons for t
being here, deserve to hawes enjoyable time as possible, during this period wh
we are able to enjoy the time we have available to spend with our families.

We very much appreciate the contribution from our own Scout Group towards
residents Christmas and should anyone wishfadow this with their own -
contribution please contact me or Rachel James at Reading YMCA.

Kirstie Brock Team LeaderSupport ServiceYMCA Readg

i
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Silly Facts:
The "sixth sick sheik's sixth sheep's sick" is believed to be the toughest thwigtex in the English language.
If a Donkey and a Zebra have a baby, it is called a Zonkey.




Cub Report

Campand The Summer SessiprWe opened the second half of this year with a camp at the boathquse
glorious weather, eating outdoors andoaat-trip down to Caversham Bridge for iceeams (below Daniel
showing how one poses when eating an-éteam). For once, no traditional rain on camp!

We set certain tasks for th@ubs, from pitching their own tents to making their dinner. In grstipey made from
scratch a Korma and Cheesecake. The latter was judged by leaders on structure, presentation and taste. It cam
down to a decision that could have been a Bake Off drama with arms being thrown in th&kaila got to sample
all four cheeseakes so was a very happy leader!
Something we want alQubs to
experience is linghrowing. Left,
Jacob and Conrad are seen with
Qubs in the water. Daniel, left,
reaches out for a long throwVe
were fortunate to borrow Ronald
from the Scout section to help us
on water activities over the
~% Summer session. Cliff, who we
would all have heard at
Remembrance Sunday(!), also
provided us several evenings with
kayaking. | did not think it
possible yet the Qubs had
opportunity to use the launch
rollers, sliding in a kayak to drop
several feet into the water no
photos yet imagine their expression on Christmas morning and that is how each looked dropping into the water.

Trails, Bellsand The YMCA- Ow organised a night walk
through Clayfield Copse in September with a flour trail
leading us through the deep dark woods. No bears and no
lost Qubs /phew. At the end of the trail, thank you to Becky,
hot dogs were waiting for all.

For our last session ah& Warren we visited St Peters church

where Qubs learnt a little of the church, went up the bell

tower and played music on some lovely sounding hand bells. Our thanks to the Reverend Judith Ryder for organisir
this session.



