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Issue 201                                                   August 2017 
CƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ    

 
Every Easter Saturday we set up a stall at Sheffield Bottom Lock (Theale) on the Kennet and Avon 
Canal during the Devises to Westminster canoe race with the aim of selling enough bacon and 
sausage butties to the participating canoe teams support crews, to raise the funds required to pay 
for our boat licenses. We have to licence each boat we take out on the Thames whether it be a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƪŀȅŀƪ ƻǊ IŜƭŜƴŀ {ƘŜŜƭŀƎƘ ƻǳǊ ƎƛƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǘōƻŀǊŘ ƳƻǘƻǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
£760. We had a good year weather wise, with sunshine instead of heavy down pours like last year, 
helping us raise about £448 towards this cost. A good effort from everyone who was able to  help 
from collecting kit to cooking and serving the bacon and to those who turned out after 9pm to help 
with dismantling the  mess tent and equipment in the dark. 
 

This Mays Group Exec Meeting was held at the 
boathouse, just as the meeting ended under 
any other business I manage to render Mike 
(almost) speechless with a champgne toast 
just a week before his marriage to Pearl. On 
behalf of the whole Scout group I wished them 
both every happiness and a long life together. I 
must be on a roll. For the second time in as 
many days I had Mike lost for words. Just as he and Pearl 
were about to cut their wedding cake Pearl noticed there was 
ƴƻ ƪƴƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ Χ ǎƻ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ the  hotels blushes, like any 
good Boy Scout would do, I whipped out  a knife and saved 
ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΧ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ ƪƴƛŦŜ, it was a sword! 
 

WaterFest (a narrow boat festival on the Kennet and Avon 
Canal behind Toys R Us) is another annual date firmly fixed on 
the groups calender. We had our stall once again in prime 
position helping us to  raise £33 selling second hand toys.  
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Mike had brought his rib and the bell boat along with some open canoes to take part in the boat 
procession along with Executive ƳŜƳōŜǊ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ōƻŀǘ ōƻŀǘ WƛƳƳƛ and Assistant Beaver  
[ŜŀŘŜǊ wŀǘǘȅ Ψǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ōƻŀǘ {ŀǊŀƘ 9ƭƭŜƴΦ  

 
Leader changes, we have welcomed to Beavers, Section assistant Kayleigh Janek and welcomed back 
Eddie and Louise Tott to the Scout section, having over the years been involved in the Explorers and 
Beaver Sections. Louise will be a great asset to the Scouts as a female Leader and Eddie as Section 
assistant/instructor. 
 

Plans are well under way for all the camps and sleepovers so I am sure the young people will enjoy 
attending. We continue to share our Waterside Centre with the wider community, including the 
preschool toddler group, two different Pilates teachers, yoga for pregnancy and new this term a 
ƪƛŘΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŎǳōΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƳƛŘ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŘ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ Explorers and 
Mansfield Rowing club.  
We also like to let our families use the waterside centre for parties so if you have an event coming 
up then please contact me so I can check availability. 

Kevin Ware, Chairman 
  

 

Animals Quiz ς answers on page 13 
1   Are all types of snakes poisonous? 
2   Which animal is very big and has black and white stripes?  
3   What does a caterpillar turn into?  
4   Do camels store water in their humps? 
5   Which country do wallabies come from? 
6   What do tadpoles turn into?  
7   What is a baby kangaroo called? 
8   Can an ostrich fly?     
9   What is the name of the tallest animal in the world?  
10 What is a baby cow called? 
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Starting Over Again 
My wife and I have now moved to Puddletown in Dorset (very close to the River Piddle!!) and have 
started to enjoy village life, having been" ǘƻǿƴƛŜǎέ in the past. We are leading a much quieter life, 
with fewer responsibilities, which seemed strange and frustrating at first 
 

Most of you will have had to move to something different, as time goes by. From Cubs to Scouts. 
Junior School to seniors. School to university or to employment. Employment to retirement. 
Having to make a new start can be difficult; learning new "rules"; meeting new people. One thing is 
sure; if we have made a mess of things, or let people down, God understands, as is willing to forgive 
us, and give us a new start. The disciple, Peter, denied even knowing Jesus, but later he was forgiven 
and allowed to be THE leader of the early Christian church. 

.......................................................................... 

Granddad was staying with the family. At breakfast, after four days, Beaver Kevin said to Dad, 
"When are you going to do your trick?" "What trick is that?" he replied. "Well" said Kevin, "You said 
that if Granddad stays more than three days, you would go up the wall!" 

.......................................................................... 

Skip to a parent... "I gather you've succeeded in stopping Susan from biting her nails." "Yes" was the 
reply," we pulled out her teeth!" 

.......................................................................... 

Cub Scout Brian asked his Mum" Where did I come from? "A bit embarrassed, Mum replied" The 
stork brought you." "And where did you come from, Mum?" "The stork brought me too." "And what 
about Grandma?" "The stork brought her as wen". " My and aid Brian," doesn't it worry you that 
there have been no natural births in the family for three generations?" 
No more for now...see you next time...and KEEP SMILING 

Ken Mills (A VERY old Scout) 
 

Scout Leader in Charge   Mike Davidson    
Assistant Scout Leaders Cliff Coombes, Claire McNicholas, Ronald Shearman 
Section Assistants Louise Tott, Eddie Tott  
Acting Explorer Leader   Jade Coombes     
Assistant Leader   Sam Cuss    
Section Assistant    Ian Willett    
Cub Leader    Jon Evans      
Assistant Cub Leader   Ian Sherwood, Michael Shellard, David Patson  
Beaver Leader    Caroline Ware    
Assistant Beaver Leader   Michelle Willett, Olivia Christian 
Section Assistants   Rosemary Whitehead, Becky Packer, Kayleigh Janek  
Chairman    Kevin Ware    
Group Treasurer   Kerry Balenthiran   
Secretary     Louise Dawson 
YMCA      Ray Jones 
Boathouse Committee Chairman Mike Wyatt 
Group Quartermaster   Vacant 
Beaver Parent    Olivia Christian 
Cub Parent    Vacant 
Scout Parent    James Doheny, Brendan Paine 
Explorer Parent    Louise Tott  
Others     Judy Westwood, Pearl Coombes, Martin Foley. 

 

 1st & Foremost 
We are pleased to post or email copies to ex members and friends so if you know of someone 
who would like a copy just let us know and we will add their name to the list. Previous issues are 
available on our web site: www.1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk/firstandforemost.php 
Contact: Stephen Sherwood firstandforemost@1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk 

Stephen Sherwood, Editor 

http://www.1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk/firstandforemost.php
mailto:firstandforemost@1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk
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                        Beaver Log Chew    

Writing about the Beaver Christmas party from 2016 seems such a long way 
off now we are enjoying the hot spell in June. 

Beavers came dressed as Aladdin and the Princess ς Leaders were - well, what can I say? - 
half-baked biscuits as usual, especially Widow Twanky!  

Party games, bouncy castle and of course a visit from Father Christmas, ending the evening  with 
Beavers leaving  us swimming up the river to Cuōǎ ƻƴ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩǎ ǎƭŜƛƎƘΣ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ōȅŜ ǘƻ 
άIŀǘǘƛŜέ WŀŎƻō .ƭŜƴƪƛƴǎƻǇΣ !ƭŜȄ Dawson, Carla Dunk, Michal Nowicki, and Elsie Shackel. 
 

The January term started with a cold snap 
so we began the term making a huge 
collage of a winter garden scene to go on 
the YMCA notice board, reminding 
Beavers of the importance of looking after 
birds and wild life in winter.  
 

In February we were visited by an MOD Police Dog called Summer and 
handler John. Summer demonstrated how she searches for drugs 
hidden in a room or on a person. I think the Beavers were amazed at 
how wonderful dogs are at using their sense of smell to find things we 
humans cannot smell ourselves. After finding the drugs hidden on 
Beaver Zac, Summer refused to share her reward toy with him! 
 

²Ŝ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ άChip Chops Chip Shop Night Hike άŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
Prospect Park, following a trail of glo sticks, and then playing noughts and 
crosses with the glo sticks after the hike. Well done to all the Beavers for 
joining-in as it was a particularly cold night with snow on the ground. 
Delicious hot chips brought to us by Mrs Kanga were a welcome sight at the 
end of the evening.  
 

Sadly for me, I was unable to attend the Beaver visit to Rushall Farm for 
lambing. Ratty told me it was a great visit, Beavers being bumped around on the tractor ride to 
squeals of delight before going into the laming sheds to cuddle the orphan lambs. 
 

We took part in the District Handicraft Competition  the categories 
were make a  woodland creature from play dough, daffodil collage 
and a 3D and ǎǇŀŎŜ ǊƻŎƪŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ Beavers 
were placed in every category and age group. 
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March was a very busy month for us. A visit from Lego Master Builders was a very popular evening. 
The Master Builders Team supplied all 
the bricks and boards. Using a slide 
show, Beavers were told the story of a 
day at the Grand Prix, and then sent off 
to build their own race cars. Once built 
Beavers worked as a team to build the 
Grand Prix circuit to race their cars on. 
 

St Patricks Day was celebrated with a first for 1st Reading Beavers- the whole colony tried some Irish 
dancing instructed bȅ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻƻǘŜŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ hƭƛǾƛŀ όhǿƭύΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŘŀƴŎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
she was a child but her foot work was so dainty compared to the rest of us I am sure she had been 
practicing ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ΧΗ 
 

For MotherΩs Day, our Mums were treated to half an hours peace away from 
their children and shown how to make sugar roses by my friend Pauline. Pauline 
made one pink rose for all the Mums to take home. Afterwards Mums were 
served cakes on plates decorated by the Beavers and a cup of tea carried by their 
own   children, so much concentration goes into carrying a small tray with tea 
ŎǳǇ ƻƴ ƛǘ Χ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ  J 
 

A visit to Reading Climbing Centre counted towards both the My Adventure 
and My Team Work challenge badges. The evening was superbly run by the 
climbing centre instructors. I am amazed at the courage of young Beavers 

managing to climb so high, and I would like to thank the 
four parents who climbed with the Beavers too. We 
ended the term with a visit from an Air Ambulance 
Speaker. Beavers learned how quickly patients are 
taken to hospital in the Air Ambulance. Our smallest 
Beaver Mischa was allowed to try on a helmet worn by 
the crew. 1st Reading Beavers have collected plastic 
milk bottle tops for the Air Ambulance for many years; please keep saving them 
they help save lives. 

 

After the Easter break we completed the My Skills Challenge Badge with bases for the different 
activities, including learning to roll your scarves- so I would encourage parents to let your Beavers 
do it themselves from now onwards. 
 

Scouts are known for helping other 
people so we supported the   
fundraising appeal for a 3 year old 
child called Ruben, who has a rare 
form of cancer, requiring treatment in 
America. His campaign is called ΨHi5 for 
RubenΩ, so on the 5th day of the 5th 
month (all the fives) Beavers were given a large Hi5 hand print, to fill up with coins to be donated to 
the appeal. We were grateful and delighted to say we collected well over £120. 
 

The next week Beavers were at the boathouse so we made an enormous hand shape from rope and 
filled it with Beavers, pictures of the hand have been sent to Ruben to cheer him up. Earlier in the 
evening Beavers made their own pizzas under the watchful eye of our 2 Italian families, special 
thanks to Georgios Dad Matteo for preparing all the ingredients and !ƴŀƭƛǎŀΩ ƳǳƳ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
help too.   
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Saturday 13th May was the International 
ΨJamboree on The Trail dayΩ (JOTT) Scouts all over 
the world are asked to hike on the same day. We 
had planned to do our hike around Hose Hill Lake, 
Theale; the following Friday but alas torrential 
rain stopped us going at very short notice. I 
moved Beavers to meet at my house as I live en-
route to the lake. όƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦΧŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ŘŀŦǘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΧΗύ ¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ aǊǎ YŀƴƎŀ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ƻŦ 
Oz DVD in her bag so we showed this to the Beavers. Wizard of Oz is our 

sleepover theme this year. Now we all know about the Scarecrow, Tin man, Cowardly Lion and the 
Wicked Witch of the West (boo). At the end of the evening not only did I have Beavers in my house 
but a fair few Cǳōǎ ǘƻƻΧ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ !ƪŜƭŀ and some 
sixers. I can officially say my house is a long as a river! 
Good bye to Zac, and twins Harry and James we know you will all love Cubs. 
 

During the summer term we meet all around Reading, exploring our environment. As we had to 
postpone our JOTT Hike (Jamboree on the Trail) from May, we have split the distance now into two 
sections, to combine with our planned activities. The first walk saw us walking from Caversham 
Lock, across the River Thames looking for the salmon leap in the weir on our way to the nature 
reserve. We were hoping also to locate the bat roosting boxes I had seen there in previous years. 
We did find the boxes but time and the weather had not been kind to the timber they were made 
from as only 2 were left high in the canopy and they had seen better days.  
 

The Beaver CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ outing was particularly 
enjoyed by our Dads as a nice excuse to finish 
early on a Friday. This year Mrs Kanga and her 
husband arranged for us all to visit Reading bus 
depot. We were met by the bus training officer 
who handed out Hi-Viz jackets in a variety of 
sizes, I think we must have cleared out their 
entire stocks of child size Hi Viz as some Beavers 

had to wear adult ones, how cute did they look in them, like the seven dwarfs! We toured the  
depot saw buses up on hydraulic ramps and saw others parked over the inspection pits 6 feet deep, 
then much to the delight of everyone we were allowed onto a bus to drive through the bus wash A-
ma-zing! Then it was up into the control room where we learned that every bus has its own tracker 
and could be seen on huge screens where ever it was in Reading. We ended the evening with our 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ poem, ΨWalk with me DaddyΩ. Beavers were all given a gift bag from the depot and as it 
was CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ we gave our Dads a beer. Cheers. 
 

Who says Beavers is 
just for children? 
Judging by the 
amount of fun   
parents had when 
they joined in the Beaver  grass sledging at Thirtover Guide Centre  in Thatcham, I may have to 
extend the age range to slightly older than  21!  

       Kit Beaver Leader 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Friday 15th September 2017 8pm at the Boathouse 

All are invited to attend 
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Cub Report 
We ended last year by visiting ATOM trampoline park rather than a traditional party at the YMCA; 
food and bouncing usually do not mix yet the cubs enjoyed burning off their energy. 
The year then started with a combination of the Arts and Entertainer 
badges.  Working in small groups the Cubs performed an advert of their 
choice; Isabella C. got us to try Irish Dancing, and Cubs made some 
fantastic art-work. [Gabriella, Rosie, Alex showing off their art work] 
 

At the YMCA we then moved onto Local 
Services with John, Joshua and Toby 
leading an evening on recycling. We 
discussed the emergency service and 
learnt which emergency numbers can 
be called and how to reply to their 
questions.  Cubs made a map showing 
an emergency route out of their 
bedrooms, and hopefully remember to 
mind-map the exits when in a hotel. 
This culminated with a visit to Dee Road 
Fire station where the Cubs were able 

to sit in a Fire Appliance, learn how the crew operate and 
experience the use of a hose. 
 

We entered two teams into the annual District Cooking 
competition; ninety minutes without adult help, the Cubs 
prepared a Sausage Casserole with Fruit Salad desert and 
it tasted really good. 
  

We took a group trip to see The Wizard of Oz at the 
Hexagon with our very own Lawrence and Alex on stage 
with The Shinfield Players.  Swimming at The Meadway; 
Athletics at Prospect Park then back to the boathouse in a 
rotation to experience paddling on the Bell Boat, rowing 
on the Pulling Gig, Campfire Cooking and Line Throwing.  
Oh, and getting really wet. 
 

We are really pleased to have presented the Silver Award 
to Rosie and Isabella C. We are also pleased to have the 
aid of the Scouts with Isabella P. helping us run activities and a real boon during our time on the 

water; also Ayesha who has 
now completed her Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze award and 
is returning to help with the 
Cub section for her upcoming 
Silver award. 
 

As of today, the Cub section is 
the largest it has ever been 
with thirty six and a waiting 
list. This only works with the 
help of the Sixers, Seconders 
and Senior Cubs. 

Jon Evans Akela 

Troy shows a steady aim while Isaac, Scarlett, Zac 
and Sammy look on 

Alex, Lawrence and Jake work as a team preparing 
the meal 

Millie, Isabella, Scarlett are rightfully pleased with 
their work 

Nina gets ready for a 
call-out 


