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Every Easter Saturday we set up a stall at Sheffield Bottom Lock (Theale) on the dfehfvedbn

Canal during the Devises to Westminster canoe race with the aim of selling enough draton
sausage butties to the participating canoe teams support crews, to raise the funds required to pay

for our boat licenses. We have to licence each boat we takeon the Thames whether it be a
aAy3atsS (rer1 2N 1 SESyl {KSSflF3IK 2dzNJ 3A3 gAGK 32
£760. We had a good year weather wise, with sunshine instead of heavy down pours like last year,
helping us raise about #8 towards this cost. A good effort from everyone who was able to help

from collecting kit to cookingnd serving the bacomndto those who turned out after 9pm to help

with dismantling the mess ter@ndequipment in the dark.

This Mays Group Exec Meeting was held at —
boathouse, just as the meeting ended und
any other business | manage to render Milh
(almost) speechless with a champgne togf £¥,
just a week before his marriage to Pearl.
behalf of the wholescout group | wiskd them
both every happinesanda long life togetherl
must be on a rollFor the second time in as<

many days | had Mike lost for word3ust as heand Pearl
were about to cut their wedding cake Pearl noticed there
y2 1YATS 2y (Kfe Hotels blishey liké gh
good Boy Sout would dg | whipped out a knifeand saved
0KS RIFeé&X 2yfe Alfitwaslasawdi | y{

WaterFest & narrow boat festival on the Kenneind Avon |
Canal behind Toys R Us)another annuatlate firmly fxed on
the groups calender. We had our stall once again in pri
position helping us to rais€33 selling second hand toys.



Mike had brought his riland the bell boat along with some open canoes to take part in the boat
procession along with Exetive Y SY0 SNJ . NBY Rl y Q& v lahiMBsigtanDBRdvér o0 2
[ SFRSNI wlkdde Wwa yINNRBg o020 {FINIK 9tftSyo
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Leader changes, we have welcomedtavers,Section assistant Kayleigh Jarekd welcomed back
Eddieand Louise Tott to thesout section, having over the years been involved inEkgorers and
BeaverSections Louise will be a great asset to tiseouts as a femaleeaderand Eddie asSection
assistant/instructor.

Plans are wik under way for all the camps arsieepovers soam sure the young people will enjoy
attending. We continue to share our Waterside Centre with the wider community, including the
preschool toddler group, two different Pilageteachers, yoga for pregnancy andw this term a
1ARQa NI Odzood 2SS KIFI@S |fa2 KIR 20&Nyésmmdl &\
Mansfield Rowing club.
We also like to let our families use the waterside centre for parties so if you have an event coming
up then please contdaene so | can check availability.

Kevin Ware Chairman

Animals Quiz; answers on page 13
Are all types of snakes poisonous?
Which animal is very big and has black and white stripes?
What does a caterpillar turn into?
Do camels stoneater in their hump?8
Which country do wallabies come from?
What do tadpoles turn into?
What is a baby kangaroo called?
Can an ostrich fly?
What is the name of the tallest animal in the world?
10What is a baby cow called?
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Sarting Over Again
My wife and | have now moved to Puddletown in Dorset (very close to the River Pidaidhpve
started to enjoy village lifehaving been'li 2 & y ik thé @ast. We are leading a much quieter life,
with fewer responsibilitieswhich seemed sange and frustrating at first

Most of you will have had to move to something differeas time goes by. From Cubs to Scouts.
Junior School tseniors School to university or to employment. Employment to retirement.

Having to make a new start can b#ficult; learning new'rules"; meeting new people. One thing is
sure;if we have made a mess of things,let people downGod understandsas is willing to forgive
us,and give us a new start. The discigteter,denied even knowing Jesusjt later hewasforgiven
and allowed to be THE leader of the early Christian church.

Granddad was staying with the family. At breakfasfter four days,Beaver Kevin said to Dad,
"When are you going to do your trick?" "What trick is that?" he replied. "Well" said Kevin, "You said
that if Granddad stays more than three daysy would go up the wall!"

Skip to a prent... "l gather you've succeeded in stopping Susan from biting her nails.” "Yes" was the
reply,” we pulled out her teeth!"

Cub Scout Brian asked his Mum" Where did | come frofn®it' embarrassedMum replied" The
stork brought you." "And where did you come froMum?" "The stork brought me too." "And what
about Grandma?" "The stork brought her as wen". " &hd aid Brian," doesn't it worry you that
there have been no natural bhs in the family for three generations?"

No more for now...see you next time...and KEEP SMILING

Ken Mills (A VERY old Scout)

Scout Leader in Charge Mike Davidson

Assistant Scout Leaders Cliff CoombesClaire McNicholas, Ronald Shearman
SectionAssistants Louise Tott, Eddie Tott

ActingExplorer Leader Jade Coombes

Assistant Leader Sam Cuss

Section Assistant lan Willett

Cub Leader Jon Evans

Assistant Cub Leader lan SherwoodMichael Shellard, David Patson
Beaver Leader Caroline Ware

Assistant Beaver Leader Michelle Willett Olivia Christian

Section Assistants Rosemary Whitehead, Becky Pachk€ayleigh Janek
Chairman Kevin Ware

Group Treasurer Kerry Balenthiran

Secretary Louise Dawson

YMCA Ray Jones

Boathouse Committee Chairman Mike Wyatt

Group Quartermaster Vacant

Beaver Parent Olivia Christian

Cub Parent Vacant

Scout Parent James Doheny, Brendan Paine

Explorer Parent Louise Tott

Others Judy Westwood, Pearl Coombes, Maffioley

B 1st & Foremost
i T We are pleased to post or email copies to ex members and friends so if you know of someone
' who would like a copy just let us know and we will add their name to the list. Previous issues are
available on our web siteavww.1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk/firstandforemost.php
Contact: Stephen Sherwodidstandforemost@1streadigseascoutgroup.org.uk
Stephen Sherwood, Edito
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A e\ BeaverLog Chew
A %ﬁ Writing about the Beaver Christmas party from 2016 seems such a long way
off now we are enjoying the hot spell in June.
Beavers came dressed as Aladaind the Princesg, Leaders were well, what can | say?
half-baked biscuits as usu@specially Widow wanky

Beavers leaving us swimming up the river@d & 2y ClF GKSNJ / KNA&GYIl aQ:
Gl FGGASE W O2 bawsof) Gayfa Dhink,avichabNowidki®l Elsie Shackel.

The January term started with a cold snap
so we began the term making a huge
collage of a winter garden scene to go on
the YMCA notice board, reminding
Beavers of the importance of looking after
birdsandwild life in winter.

. W
In February we were visiteloy an MOD Police Dog called Summaed =
handler John. Summer demonatied how she searches for drug
hidden in a room or on a persohthink the Beavers were amazed a
how wonderful dogs are at using their sense of smell to find things
humans cannot sell ourselves. After finding the drugs hidden
Beaver Zac, Summer refused to share her reward toy with him!

. -~

2S @Sy (dz2NBR 2 dziChip Chbs ChipkSBop Righngfike K2 Ny &
Prospect Park, following a trail of glo sticksd thenplaying noughtsand
crosses with the glo sticks after the hike. Well done to all Beavers for
joining-in as it was a particularly cold night with snow on the ground.
Delicious hot chips brought to us by Mrs Kanga were a welcome sighe at

end of theevening.

Sadly for me, | was unable to attend tiBeaver visit to Rushall Farm for
lambing. Ratty told me it was a great vidgavers being bumped around on the tractor ride to
squeals of delight before going into the laming sheds to cuddle the orfamabs.

We took part in the District Handicraft Competition the categorig
were make a woodland creature from play dough, daffodil collg

anda 3Dandd LI} OS NBO1SiG® 2SS RiBeayefsiy y
were placed in every categoandage group. 7



March was a very busy month for us. A visit from Lego Master Builders was a very popular evening.
The Master Builders Team supplied '
the bricks and boards. Using a slide
show, Beavers were told the story of &
day at theGrand Prix, and thensent off
to build their own race carOnce built
Beavers worked as a team to build th
Grand Prix circuit to race their cars on.

St Patricks Day was celebrated with a first for 1st Red@agers the whole colony tried some Irish

dancing instructed® 2 dzNJ f A3KG F220SR Faaradlkyd € SFERSNI ht
she was a child but her foot work was so dainty compared to the rest of us | am sure shedmad
practicingr N2 dzy R KSNJ K2dzaS XH

- < !
For Mothe®@ Day, our Mums were treated toalf an hours peace away fror: _ g

@ ,
their childrenand shown how to make sugar roses by my friend Pauline. Pau %\‘w
made one pink rose for all the Mums to take home. Afterwards Mums w ™ &x
served cakes on plates decorated by Beaversanda cup of tea carried btheir ARIT e 1
own children, so much concentration goes into carrying a small tray wit e
OdzLd 2y AGJ X LINAOSt Saa

A visit to Reading Climbing Centre counted towards bothMiyeAdventure
and My Team Work challenge badges. The evening was superbly run b

managing to climb so highnd| would like to thank the
four parents who climbed with thdBeavers too.We !
ended thre term with a visit from an Air Ambulanc
i Speaker. Beavers learned how quickly patients
o & taken to hospital in the Air Ambulanc®ur smallest ¥

B milk bottle tops for the Air Ambulance for marygars;please keep saving them
%1 they help save lives.

After the Easter break we completed the My Skills Challenge Badge with bases for the different
activities, including learning to roll your scarves | would encourage parents to let yoBeavers
do it themselves from now onwards.

Scouts are known for hging other
people so we supported the
fundraising appeal for a 3 year ol
child called Ruben, who has a ra
form of cancer, requiring treatment i
America. His campaign is call@t5 for
Ruber® so on the ® day of the 5th

month @ll the fivesBeaveas were given a large Hi5 hand print, to fill up with coins to be donated to
the appeal. We were gratefanddelighted to say we collected well over £120.

The next weelBeavers were at the boathouse so we made an enormous hand shape fronanope

filled it with Beavers, pictures of the hand have been sent to Ruben to cheer hirkarper in the
eveningBeavers made their own pizzas under the watchful eye of our 2 Italian fanspesjal

thanks to Georgios Dad Matteo for prepagiall theingredentsand! y' I f Aal Q YdzyY [/ I NRf
help too.



Saturday 181 May was the Internationalgmes
PJamloree on The Trail d&¥JOTT) Guts all over = &5
the world are asked to hike on the same diye =3
& had planned to do our hike around Hose Hill La
M Theale;the following Friday but alas torrential’§
<! rain stopped us going at very short notice.
moved Beavers to meet at my house as | live- e
route tothe lakeo y 2GS G2 asSt ¥+
F3FAYXHO ¢KIy1TFdz £t e ak P
Oz DVD in her bag so whowed this to theBeavers. Wizard of Oz is our
sleepover theme this year. Now we all know about ther&o@aw, Tin man, Cowardly Lion atite
Wicked Witch of the Wedto0). At the end of the evening not only did | haBeaversin my house

but a fair fewQdzo & (22X Ad 6l & &A6AYYAyYy3I dzLJ G 7avdSome 3| A
sixers. | can officially say my house is a long as a river!

Good bye to Zagndtwins Harryand James we know you will all lo@abs.

During the summer term we meet all aroudRkeading, exploring our environmerAs we had to
postpone our JOTT Hikgdamimree on the Trail) from May, we have split the distance now into two
sections, to combine with our planneakctivities The first walk saw us walking from Caversh
Lock, across #h River Thams looking for the salmon leap in the weir on our way to the nature
reserve.We were hoping also to locate the bat roosting boxes | had seen there in previous years.
We did find the boxes but timand the weather had not been kind to the timbéiney were made

from as only 2 were left high in the canopgdthey had seen better days.

The BeaveC | i K S Naltiag wad particularly
enjoyed by our Dadas a nice excuse to fgh

early on a Friday. This year Mrs Karga her

{ husband arranged fous all to visit Reading bus
depot. We were met by the bus ftir@ng officer

who handed out HViz jackets in avariety of
sizes | think we must have cleared out their
entire stocks of child size Hi Viz as sdBeavers

had to wear adult oneshow cute didthey look in them, like the seven dwarfs! We toured the
depot saw buses up on hydraulic ramged saw others parked over the inspection pits 6 feet deep,
then much to the delight of everyone we were allowed onto a bus to drive through the bus wash A
ma-zing! Then it was up into the control room where we learned that every bus has its own tracker
and could be seen on huge screens where ever it was in Reading. We ended the evening with out
Cl { K S Nk, Walk @ith me Dadd@ Beavers were all given a gift bag from the depod as it
wasC | (i K S N\iBgavemlr Bads a beer. Cheers.

Who saysBeavers is F¥
just  for children? §
Judging by the
amount  of  fun =%

parents had whenp % , :

they joined in theBeaver grassledglngat ThlrtoverGU|de Centre imMhatcham, Imay have to
extend the age range to slightly older than 21!

Kit Beaver Leader

FERWN SLAN B
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Annual General Meeting
Friday 15th September 2018pm at the Boathouse
All are invited to attend
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Cub Report
We ended last year byisiting ATOM trampoline park rather than a traditional party at the YMCA,
food and bouncing usually do not mix yet the cubs enjoyed burning off their energy.
The year then started with a combination of the Arts and Entertainer
badges. Working in smallaups theQubs performed an advert of their
choice; Isabella C. got us to try Irish Dancing, @ads made some
fantastic artwork. [Gabriella, Rosie, Alex showing off their art work]

At the YMCA we then moved onto Local
Services with John, Joshua and Toby
leading an evening on recycling. We
discussed the emergency service and
learnt which emergency numbers can
be called and how to reply to their
questions. Cubs made a map showing
an emergency route out of their
/ bedrooms, and hopefully remember to
/‘_’ /; mir.ld-map. the exi.ts whgp in a hotel.
Nina gets reakfor c ThIS Cu'mmated with a visit to Dee RO‘?r:lrroy shows a steady aim while Isaac, Scarlett, z
callout Fire station where theQubs were able and Sammy look on
to sit in a Fire Appliance, learn howetltrew operate and
experience the use of a hose.

We entered two teams into the annual District Cooking
competition; ninety minutes without adult help, th@ubs
prepared a Sausage Casserole Vthit Salad desert and

it tasted really good.
Alex, Lawrence and Jake work as a team prepar

We took a group trip to see The Wizard of Oz at t the meal
Hexagon with our very own Lawrence and Alex on stage

with The Shinfield Players. Swimming at The Meadway;

Athletics at Prospect Park then back to the bduaise in a

rotation to experience paddling on the Bell Boat, rowing

on the Pulling Gig, Campfire Cooking and Line Throwing.

Oh, and getting really wet.

. Millie, Isabella, Scarlett are rightfully pleased wit
We are really pleased to haygesented the Silver Awarc their work

to Rosie and Isabella @/e are also pleased to have the

aid of the Scouts with Isabella P. helping us run activities and a real boon during our time on the
water; also Ayesha who has
now completed her Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze aavd and
is returning to help with the
Qub section for her upcoming
Silver award.

As of today, theQub section is
the largest it has ever been
with thirty six and a waiting
list. This only works with the
help of the Sixers, Seconders
and SenioQubs.

Jon Evangkela



