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Chairmanis Thoughts

I can hardly believe that the {Waterside Activity Centrei has been in use for almost a year. The
days of dreaming about it even from before the fire in 2005 are long gone.

There is now much excitement within the Group especially from the Leaders regarding the forth
coming Opening Ceremony for the Waterside Activity Centre on June 30th. Plans are well
underway for this very special event. Invitations are being sent out so if you havenit had one
please contact me & I will send it to you. Our aim is to include as many current & past members
as we can.

The day will be in several sections beginning with a formal ceremony attended by the Mayor,
the Staff officer for Sea Scouts, Lt Cdr Karen Cahill, on her first visit to 1st Reading, the Berkshire
County Commissioner Hamish Stout, himself a former leader with 1st Reading, the Reading
Central District Commissioner Paul Bandy and District Chairman Douglas Rae. Also coming is
The YMCA Chairman, Ray Jones, who regularly turns out to roll up his sleeves to help us with
fund raising or the clean-up weekends. The Rev Dan Tyndall from St Catherineis Church, will
join us once again, having attended the Ground Breaking Ceremony in 2010, he has told me how
he has watched the progress of our building each time he walks along the river. The music for
the Ceremony is being provided by the Earley Salvation Army Band.

After the ceremony refreshments including strawberries & cream
and for the adults a glass of Pimm's will be on sale. Water activities
for all our members will follow the Ceremony. | am delighted that
the Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service has agreed to join in the
activities, by bringing one of their own boats. | am looking forward

' “F to this as much as our younger members. Finally enjoy a relaxing
end to the day with a splendld Hog Roast and a licensed bar will open at 5.30.pm

Please note Entrance to the Opening Ceremony will be by ticket only. There will be NO car
parking allowed in The Warren. All our Guests, including parents will be asked to park across
the River atiRivermeadi in an
especially reserved car park and
cross the river by the ferries we
will provide. Full details for these
arrangements can be found in the
invitation & arrival instructions.

We are taking possession shortly
of a brand new pulling boat, a
Trinity 500, (this gig has been
especially designed for training
sea cadets) which will enable the Scout Leaders to give rowing instruction once again in a
pulling boat.




We have not been able to do this since the iHelena Sheelahi, our previous much lived gig, was
lost in the fire some 7 years ago. We are keen to rectify this quickly as there are explorers who
were young Scouts back in 2005, who will have passed through both the Scout & Explorer
sections without ever gaining this knowledge.

There have been two clean up weekends at the boathouse recently, in preparation for the
coming boating season. | was delighted with the turnout of willing parents & young helpers.
Thank you to everyone who came along. The weather was beautiful on both days. The inside of
the building has been spring cleaned. The tent store now has solid racking in readiness for the
new tents & marquee | am about to place on order with part of the money we have been given
by The District. The kit we already own has been cleaned & sorted into large plastic storage
boxes & stowed away on the racking. Our boat store now has extra kayak racks, this has made a
much needed improvement to the operation of the boat store, having tried & tested the original
layout last summer it became apparent that some changes would be needed; these
improvements will make storing boats much simpler & quicker. There is now room for the
rowing boats & our new Trinity 500 gig.

The grounds have also been tided, the paths & water frontage swept after the winter, all we are
waiting for now is for final planning permission to be granted, to allow us to terrace the steep
embankment from the road to grass level. The Mast & Jack Staff has been erected, and the
anchor from the 0Kiel6 found during excavations for the piling work, has been restored to its
former glory & placed at the foot of the mast.

As a Group, we have a very busy year ahead of us, with our AGM & the Opening Ceremony in
June. Our Royal Navy Inspection follows shortly after the Opening Ceremony on July 17t. All
sections will be holding their camps & sleepovers over the summer period so | look forward to
enjoying these events with them. | have no doubt that the Leaders will be working hard to make
these events are a success. | would like to thank them as always for their dedication to 1st
Reading.

There have been many presentations during the year of the top awards, the Chief Scouts Bronze
Award for Beavers, The Silver Award for Cubs & the Gold Award for Scouts. Well done, this is
real proof of how hard you all work.

Kevin Ware d Chairman

Foot note-We are keen to make the Waterside Activity Centre available for private use, so if you
have a party a function or a meeting coming up then consider holding it at the Waterside
Activity Centre.

Wycheties Watersice Activity Centre

Opening Ceremony - 30th June 2012

Lots being planned for this Day
Make sure you book your tickets by 31st May to guarantee your seat, which will be sent out in
early June.

1st & Foremost
We are pleased to post or email copies to ex members and friends so if you know of
someone who would like a copy just let us know and we will add their name to the
list. Previous issues are available on our web site:
www firstandforemost@1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk

| =" | Contact: Stephen Sherwood
— firstandforemost@1streadingseascoutgroup.org.uk

Important Dates: 5th of August 1901: Britainis first Cinema Opens
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Editors Comments

We are approaching the formal opening of our new jWaterside Activity Centrei and this would
never have been possible but for the generosity of many ex members, friends and major
organisations. Many of these have been acknowledged in previous issues of 1st & Foremost but
we should not forget the support given by the YMCA Fund Raiser d Ray Tapken.

We thank everyone who has helped or donated anything however large or small towards our
Scout Group and the Water Activity Centre including the following: -

Via YMCA: The Gerald Palmer Eling Trust for equipment, The Coley Boys Club Trustd
Cooking equipment, The Leslie Sell Charitable Trustd Equipment, The Michael Shanley
Charitable trust 8 Equipment, The Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation 8 General appeal, The
Early Charity.

Charities: The Berkshire Masonic Charity, The Englefield Charitable Trust, The Gosling
Foundation, The Leslie Sell Charitable Trust, Reading YMCA, The Rotary Club of Caversham,
Companies: Festival Republic Ltd, Gillette, John Lewis Partnership, Prudential Plc, Sainsburyss,
SPP Pumps Ltd, Thames Water, Waitrose, Reading Borough Council, The Royal Navy.

Others: Parents friends and supporters of 1st Reading Scouts and former Scouts.

1st & Foremost: - Producing our group magazine on the computer is the easy part, so our thanks
must go to Brendan Paine for arranging the printing of it.

Outdoor Challenges: Some of you may have seen an article in the Daily Mail listing iThe
National Trustf list of 050 things all children should do by the age of 126. Beavers, Cubs and
Scouts enable many of these things to be done whilst still maintaining safety. Check this list out
and see how many you can tick off.

1. Climb a tree 26. Hunt for fossils and bones
2. Run down a really big hill 27. Watch the sun wake up
3. Camp out in the wild 28. Climb a huge hill
4. Build aden 29. Get behind a waterfall
5. Skim a stone 30. Feed a bird from your hand
6. Run around in the rain 31. Hunt for bugs
7. Fly akite 32. Find some frog spawn
8. Catch a fish with a net 33. Catch a butterfly in a net
9. Eat an apple straight from a tree 34. Track wild animals
10. Play conkers 35. Discover whatis in a pond
11. Throw some snow 36. Call an owl
12. Hunt for treasure on a beach 37. Check out the crazy creatures in a rock pool
13. Make a mud pie 38. Bring up a butterfly
14. Dam a stream 39. Catch a crab
15. Go sledging 40. Go on a nature walk in the night
16. Bury someone in the sand 41. Plant it, grow it, eat it
17. Set up a snail race 42. Go wild swimming
18. Balance on a fallen tree 43. Go rafting
19. Swing on a rope swing 44. Light a fire without matches
20. Make a mud slide 45 .Find your way with a map and compass
21. East blackberries growing in the wild 46. Try bouldering (a form of rock climbing)
22 Take a look inside a tree 47. Cook on a campfire
23. Visit an island 48. Try abseiling
24. Feel like youire flying in the wind 49. Play geocache (hi tech hide & seek with GPS)
25. Make a grass trumpet 50. Canoe down a river
Stephen Sherwood 06 Editor
Important Dates: 2nd of November 1903: First Edition of Daily Mirror
17th of December 1903: The Wright Brothers take Flight
25th of July 1907: First Scout Camp
28th of May 1907: First Isle of Man TT Race



WHO'S FOR THE HIGH JUMP?

The Olympics have changed so much over the years. The Ancient Games were competed for by
men only, and they were NAKED! Not any more (although Beach Volleyball comes close.)

Did you know that cricket, tug-of-war, and standing long-jump were events in the earlier
modern Games? They were!

The London Olympics of 1948 were very 'rough and ready’, as there was little money to spend;
all competitors were amateur; most film and photos were in black and white.

How different the London 2012 Games will be! We'll show the world how it should be done.
Amongst all life's changes, one thing remains the same - God's love for us all - especially for all
who read this, from the youngest Beaver to the oldest grandparent. God loves us, understands
us, and is always willing to forgive us, whatever we have done or said. When we are kind,
helpful and considerate to others, we are serving the God who loved us from the day we were
born. If we ask Him He will give us the strength to serve Him always.

A note to parents: - Pride is what you feel when your Scouting son or daughter arranges a
garage sale to raise funds for charity. Panic is when you look in afterwards and find your car has
gone!

A Scout went into a shop to buy a shirt. He said to the assistanté Will | be able to return it if my
Mother likes it?"
See you next time, or on June 30th at the Boathouse. Keep smiling! Ken Mills

Boathouse Report

The canoe steps have now been installed next to the Warren Canoe Club fence and run down
from the road to the lawn these steps are sufficiently wide to allow the Duchess Dinghies to be
carried up horizontally and have electric lights so that we can load boats in the dark. The canoe
launcher has also been installed at the wateris edge close to the WCC fence.

The contractor has now modified the bottom of both sets of wooden stairs into the boathouse by
inserting short steel legs to keep the wood away from the concrete and prevent rot occurring in

the woodwork, and is now working on the inside of the boathouse to complete the work on the
snags list.

We have submitted a Planning Application to allow us to terrace the bank between the road and
the lawn. We hope work can start in May and when finished the seating will allow spectators to
watch activities on the lawn.

The photograph show the boathouse taken from the Thames Promenade just before the canoe
launcher was installed. The new canoe steps can be seen on the right hand side together with the
bank which is due to be terraced in May.

Mike Wyatt - Chairman Boathouse sub-committee.
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Beaver Log Chew

& ZEAVERS
‘r V So where did we leave off? Ah yes, the Beaver sleepover 2011, in

which case, perhaps the first thing to say is that the next sleepover is
being planned for September 2012 when we will be exploring outer space. Who knows what we
might find out thereé&..

All of our meetings are designed to work towards badges and last term we were able to
complete quite a few new ones (to me at least) including the 0Air Activitiesi and the iFirst Aid-
Stage 10 badges. As a result of all of this hard work Kit was able to award 43 badges at this yearis
Motheris Day tea party which was excellent. The tea party itself was a lovely occasion and our
thanks go to Andrew Peach who did such a great job of keeping our mothers and grandmothers
occupied whilst the tea and cakes were being prepared.

A number of last termis meetings had an international flavour and we learnt about native
American Indians and conservation through the story of iGrey-Owli, and we also spent an
evening as (Kiasf; the New Zealand equivalent of Beaver Scouts. These activities led nicely onto
work towards the iFriendship Challengei badge. As part of this we joined beavers from around
the district at the annual sausage sizzle and campfire in October, and we have also linked with
another Beaver Colony in Cornwall. Having sent them a letter we look forward to hearing about
what they get up to at their meetings.

Magpie really pulled out the stops with this yearis Halloween party coming up with some
excellent decorations, and the Beavers were also up to the challenge attending in some equally
brilliant fancy dress costumes. A number of our Beavers, parents and younger siblings also
attended the first Bonfire Night party which was held at the Waterside Activity Centre in
November. The evening was a great despite the inclement weather and so our thanks to
everyone who helped to make the evening such a success.

I know that Kit was very proud of the smartly turned out Beavers that attended last year(s
Remembrance parade. For once the sun shone down on us, and the Beavers were a real credit to
the group throughout the event, and particularly enjoyed taking part in the march past on the
parade ground at Brock Barracks.

We finished off 2011 with an Oscar winning performance of Granny Beaveris play iThrough the
eyes of a donkeyi at the YMCAUs Christmas carol concert - there wasnit a dry eye in the house,
and as ever, the bouncy castle at our end of term party proved popular with Beavers and leaders
alike.

LT
Pictures of our trip to lambing at Rushalls Farm.
Although we have said goodbye to a few old faces as they moved up to Cubs, we have been able
to say hello to almost as many new faces which is great news. We are all looking forward to
taking on a spring and summer filled with big events including the RN Inspection and the
opening ceremony for the Waterside Activity Centre.

Otter- ABSL Beaver Colony.

Important Dates: 4th of September 1909: First Scout Rally
19th of February 1910: First Man Utd Match at Old Trafford



Reading History Quiz
The first TV 6Fly on the Wall documentary d the reality of family life in Britain was
shown in 1974 and featured a Reading family. What was their name and where did they
live?
The film iThe Eagle Has Landedi was filmed by the Thames. Where?
Two famous English Test Cricketers went to school in Reading. Can you name them?
Following the war what year did rationing
of petrol finish? (thought this might be
topical)
How much was petrol per litre in 1950
Can you name one of the first coffee bars
opened in Reading in Duke Street?
What year did Suttons Seed move from
Reading to Torquay?
What year was the last Beer brewed at
Bridge Street when it moved to Worton :
Grange? '

9. What year was the Huntley & Palmers
factory demolished?

10. This picture (nol) was taken in 1875 of a
Reading town centre street with an
easily recognisable landmark. Where is
it?

11. Who wrote the ballad of Reading Gaol?

12. Where in the Reading area was this
plane (no2) built?

Answers to this Quiz are on the last page but
are all easily available through the internet.

Scout Leader in Charge Mike Davidson

Assistant Scout Leaders Cliff Coombes Simon Tott
Claire McNicholas

Explorer Leader Jade Coombes

Assistant Explorer Leader Sam Bonewell

Cub Leader Tracey Haskell

Assistant Cub Leader Jon Evans lan Sherwood
Matt Bonewell

Beaver Leader Caroline Ware

Assistant Beaver Leader Michelle Willett Jenny Copeland
Katie Vockins

Chairman Kevin Ware

President Stephen Sherwood

Group Treasurer Mike Stephens

Minutes Secretary Victoria Billing

YMCA Ray Jones

Boathouse Committee Chairman  Mike Wyatt

Group Quartermaster Steve Shellard

Fund Raising Committee Jane Shellard

Beaver Parent Brendan Paine

Cub Parent James Doheny

Scout Parent Jane Gate

Others Judy Westwood, Pearl Coombes, Martin Foley

Important Dates: 5th of July 1948: National Health Service established




The Cubs

We started November with a double swimming session where the Cubs learned some rules on
water safety and earned their Level 1 Swimming Badge. Three of the stronger swimmers when
on to gain their Level 2 badge and we were pleased to see both the Cubs and Scouts attend the
annual District Swimming Gala on November 26. Well done to Ayesha Ahmed, Ethan Mann,
Gabriel Rees, Mark Seaman and Ross Jenner for taking part and a special well done to Lucy
Penton for her Gold medal breast-stroke in the under 11 % age group.

From swimming to signing the Cubs created their own call signs using the November Alpha
Tango Oscar (NATO) Phonetic Alphabet then using CB Radio communicated from either side of
the YMCA building. Coding using Semaphore Flags, Chinese Whispers and Mime were all used
to demonstrate how communication can differ.

With Shrove Tuesday falling on an active Cub night we could not refuse the opportunity to take
advantage and supervised small groups as they prepared then cooked their own pancakes. We
also took part in an impromptu fire alarm drill following the demonstration skills of the Leaders
in how not to cook!

Though not particularly warm outside the Cubs raised the temperature in gaining their Athletics
badge with the senior Cubs achieving their Athletics Plus in the YMCA courtyard.

The courtyard was again visited by following a unique map per six from which clues were
gained in solving an anagram. As the weather improves we will be revisiting map work with a
view to using it in the wild.

As we have been indoors we took the opportunity of holding discussions and explored both
Home Safety and Sports Enthusiasm in smaller groups where everyone was actively involved.

Like buses, we have experienced a good run of Beavers swimming-up into the Cub pack and
warmly welcome: Connor Lambert, Dexter Wareham, Dwaine Young, Joshua Jones, Lucy
Burrows, Seraphina Rees, Sharuz Hyat, Shaun West, and Thomas Sherlock. We wish Seamus
Gate well on moving up into Scouts.

The most recent activity ahead of the Easter Break was the Reading Half-Marathon which was
particularly busy this year, almost clearing five pallets of lucozade at the four and a half mile
mark. The Cubs tried counting yet it became a blur after handing out the 100th lucozade bottle
each without an end in sight! Thank you Molly and Paige who went home sticky yet happy.
Good work too to the Scouts who attended: Sam, Gareth, Harrison, Ben, Tomas (without an h!)
and the leaders (the tea was appreciated Simon).

(In the April 1986 issue of 1st & Foremost the 1st Reading Thursday Pack is recorded as having manned
the (Reading Digital Half Marathoni drinks station at Prospect Park on 6t April. Good to see the
tradition is still continuing 26 years later.)

Bagheera - Jon 8 Assistant Cub Scout Leader

W LA Does anyone have or know of anywhere that | can store a Rib boat

i *--_ undercover during the winter months? Length of trailer is 8.8mtrs d width is
E" 2.5mtrs.
EECRE e R If you can help please give me a call

Many Thanks - Mike Davidson d Scout Leader in Charge

Important Dates: 22nd of September 1950: First Non-Stop Transatlantic Jet Flight

31st of October 1951: Zebra Crossing Introduced

29th of May 1953: Hillary climbs Everest

6th of February 1952: Elizabeth 1l becomes Queen

2nd of June 1953: Coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il



Troop Report

We currently have 45 members in the Troop, welcome to Izzy Grant, Dimitris Nikomanis and
Seamus Gate who have joined us since the last issue.

During the weeks leading up to our Christmas Break we had a very enjoyable Halloween Party,
thank you to the Explorers and Patrol leaders for organising the event. Thank you to John
Bannister for coming along and teaching Emergency Aid.

Our Christmas party went well, with the bouncy castle again proving a popular choice.
After a much needed break we resumed Troop meetings on 13th January. Jake Willett moved up
into the Explorer unit after the presentation of his Chief Scouts gold award by Barrie Newby.

Winter Camp this year was held in
Southampton, we had 58 of us on the weekend
(My biggest camp on record) Again | hired the
London Route master bus to get us all there.
(Eventually!!!) We were very lucky with the
weather, it stayed dry and sunny on the
Saturday to enable us to do all the outside
activities and a campfire in the evening,
whereas Sunday was dreadful weather but we
had swimming booked so no disruption to the
programme. On the Saturday evening the theme was movie or film stars, with the majority of
people making a great effort and dressing up. Many Oscars were presented on the night.

Thanks to all the leaders and helpers for making it such a popular and successful weekend.

During March Claire and David have run sessions on Climbing, swimming and Kayak rolling
which have all proved popular. Thanks guys for your efforts. My thanks also to Caroline for
arranging for White watch from Dee road fire station to come along and run the fire safety
badge for us. This was well attended by over 30 scouts so well done to you all.

As spring is fast approaching we are progressing
on the theory side of the Nautical skills badges in
readiness to move onto the practical side as soon as
we return to the boathouse. We have 6 teams
entering the 3 Towers hike on the 14th April; watch
this space to see how they all got on.

We have our Royal Naval Inspection on 17t July,
our standards of Bearing, Drill and general
seamanship need to be at its best this summer so
every effort is required from all to enable this.

During the summer months we also plan to open the boathouse at weekends when we can; there
will also be a chance for you to experience High speed in the Solent on my rib boat. This
summer will be a very busy one for us with Waterfest, the opening Ceremony and our RN
Inspection.

As you can see there is so much going on and to be part of, so letis use the wonderful facility
that we have got, and look forward to a fun and exciting summer on the water.
Mike Davidson - Scout Leader

Important Dates: 6th of May 1954: Roger Bannister runs the four minute mile
16th of July 1955: Stirling Moss is first Englishman to win the
British Grand Prix



Explorers

We currently have 16 Explorers and | would like to welcome Jake Willett to the Unit who joined
us in January. We try to invest our members in different ways so | took this opportunity to
invest Will Jerome, Callum Macleay, Jake Willett, Dan Coles and Cameron Stichbury.

In February we held a very successful
Mocktail Party. There were six
mocktail recipes for the Explorers to
make and they also experimented and
made their own drinks from the juices
and syrups available. The feverything
on the tablei cocktail was interesting to
say the least.

This yearis Winter Camp was held in
Southampton and was well attended.
On the Saturday we had activities with Shooting, Archery and Cllmblng Saturday evenlng we
all dressed up as film characters for the Oscars Party. . 7 : ; :
Every one made a brilliant effort. On Sunday we had
swimming on the programme

; e et Since welve
been back
| from camp we
have been
focusing on
L, the  theory
side to the nautical skills badges so when we go
down to the boathouse we can try and get as many
through the practical bits as soon as possible in

preparation for the RN Inspection.

Claire and David arranged a canoe rolling evening which was well attended for people to
practice their rolling and improve their skills, and to enable others to start learning to roll in a
swimm ing pool to get their confidence up before trying it on the river.

Also throughout the last few months some of the Explorers have enjoyed various white water
trips organised by Cliff. We are looking forward to what the summer months bring.

Jade Coombes 8 Assistant Explorer Leader

Dates for your Diary

4th May Troop meetings resume at the boathouse
16th May Group Executive at Wychotes{

2nd ¢ 9th June Royal Naval Summer Camp

30th June Opening of the Waterside Activity Centre
17t July Royal Navy Inspection

28th July 8 4th Aug Summer Camp at St Brides, South Wales
22nd Sept 0 23 Sept  Beaver Sleepover
22nd Oct § 28th Oct Royal Naval Explorer Camp on HMS Bristol

u . Annual General Meeting Friday 15th June 2012 at 8.00pm
;'f H At (Wychotes Water Activity Centrej.
] I]%:Tl Parents & Friends 8 Ex Members o All are welcome.
&y_;x This is YOUR Group so please support us on this
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Memory Corner

From Robin Willes on the last of 1st & Foremost 190 November 2011 1
1. The boat we thought might be the Kiel is not a Thames Sailing barge

and instead is that of a Canal Narrow boat with Scouts from Anderson

Troop.

2. This shows the participants of the §1952
Wye Tripi and was taken outside Chepstow
Drill Hall on the last day. Back row:- Ernie
Baxter, Hugh Beckett (visitor) Mike
Watkinson, Robin Willes, Eric Coombs, Vic
Maskell, Mike Burnham, Don Dewar (visitor),
Geoff Abery (2nd Reading), Geoff Stacey, Bill
Stubbings (visitor). Middle row: - Mike Dyer,
Brian Hatcher, Stan King, Stan Windsor, Mike P
Burns, Richard Dunster, John Turk. Front row: - Ted Bell, Mike Brown

Jimmy Wright, Willy Wilding, Jack Boyd.

3. Taken on the same Wye Trip with some of the party sitting on Yat Rock
at Symonds Yat.

4| 4. Several emails confirming picture is of Stan Windsor who
now lives in Henley.

5. The large Group picture was taken in Caversham Primary School Hall

From James Webb on 5
the last of i1st & Foremost 190 Nov
20110. Picture 5 James is in the Troop
picture (next row down from the 4
chaps at the back and 3rd in from the
right). Probably taken around
1955/56. John Osborne is the left
hand lad of the four at the back.

Scout Summer Camps

The annual summer and winter camp has always been a very important of any Scout Group
activities. Listed below is Michael Davidsonis list of camps. There are a few gaps and we would
appreciate if anyone can fill them in.
Year Venue

1965 Jersey, Cl

1966 Rousdon, Devon

1967 Hallsands, Devon

1968 Jersey, ClI

1969 Isle of Wight

1970 Decoy Broad, Norfolk

1971 Jersey, ClI

1972  Mordiford, Herefordshire
1973  Salcombe, Devon

1974  Crickhowell, Monmouth Hawkhurst Camp 1987
1975 Jersey, Cl

1976 Hay on Wye, Powys

1977 Mordiford, Herefordshire

Important Dates: 26th of September 1955: First Birds Eye Fishfingers go on Sale
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